Fulfilling the Public Mission of Arts Schools Through Early
Childhood Music: Michigan State University Community Music
School Collaborations in Detroit

This session explores how community-based early childhood music programs can
advance the public mission of arts schools by supporting young children, families,
and neighborhoods. Through partnerships with Detroit Public Schools Community
District, Head Start and GSRP providers, childcare centers, shelters, and community
organizations, Michigan State University Community Music School (CMS) Detroit
provides free, developmentally appropriate music classes for children ages 0-7.

Designed by Dr. Karen Salvador and the MSU Early Childhood Music Play
Laboratory, the curriculum is sequential, culturally responsive, and ability-inclusive,
supporting children’s musical, cognitive, social-emotional, physical, and
communication development while strengthening family well-being.

The session highlights CMS Detroit’s partnership with Brilliant Detroit, a network of
neighborhood hubs providing accessible education and family support. Funded by
the Max M. & Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation, this collaboration brings high-quality
music experiences directly into neighborhoods, reducing barriers to participation and
creating joyful spaces where children and caregivers learn through singing,
movement, rhythm, and play.

Participants will learn how the Early Childhood Music Play Laboratory integrates
community programming, teacher preparation, and research to expand access to
arts education and strengthen communities.

Attendees will:

e Explore a community-centered model for delivering early childhood music
education.

e |Learn how culturally responsive, play-based curriculum supports holistic child
development.

e Examine the role of community partnerships and sustained philanthropy in
expanding access to arts education.

e Discuss challenges and lessons learned from delivering music programs in
nontraditional educational settings.

Participants will leave with practical strategies for building partnerships that expand
access to high-quality arts education while supporting children, families, and
neighborhood well-being.
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