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Abstract: (250 words)
Many concrete buildings of the 60’s and 70’s built in the “Brutalist” style were created for
academic arts uses.  Many of those buildings are now nearing the end of the initial useful life
requiring serious evaluation.  Their inflexibility, acoustics, and poor lighting make them
unpopular among students and faculty alike, but their inherent value in their structure and
often-notable design authors make it impossible to demolish. Looking at a number of case
studies of renovation of arts buildings of this era, we explore successful techniques for
transforming them into 21st century assets for their campuses.  The primary case study will be
the recently renovated Fine Arts Center at UMass Amherst completed in 1974 by architect Kevin
Roche.  Additional examples from the arts wing of the Community College of Rhode Island,
Northeastern University, and UMass Dartmouth will be included.
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“Bridge” renovation.
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and served as principal in charge for the renovation of the Fine Arts
Center Renovation and the CCRI Knight Campus Arts Wing renovation.
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